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A running fight was kept up with the enemy nearly all the
way, during which Rhodes exposed himself to their fire with
a reckless disregard of death. Before arriving at Bulawayo,
the Rhodesia Horse were reinforced by a strong column of
regular troops, sent forward by the Imperial Government,
under the command of Sir Frederick Carrington, and including
Major R. S. S. Baden-Powell, Colonel Plumer, Prince
Alexander of Teck, and other officers, who afterwards became
more famous in the Transvaal War. The Matabele offered
a stiff resistance, but after some severe fighting they were
forced back to their mountain fastnesses known as the
Matoppo Hills.

The rainy season now came on, and Sir Frederick
Carrington decided to withdraw to winter-quarters, and wait
till the following spring before continuing his operations.
This delay was irritating beyond measure to Cecil Rhodes
in his nervous state of mind at that time, and with the
Parliamentary Committee to be faced by him in the near
future. He went to Carrington, and expressed his wish to
go alone to the Matabele chiefs, and see whether his influence
was not still strong enough to bring about their submission
without further bloodshed. At first Sir Frederick Carrington
refused point-blank, but so strong were Rhodes's representa-
tions, and so complete his confidence in the successful issue
of his scheme, that Carrington at last consented, with the
warning that Rhodes was going into the jaws of death, and
must accept the responsibility for his own actions.

Rhodes immediately set off upon the most dramatic and
perilous adventure of his life. He took with him an old
hunter named Johann Colenbrander, who spoke the Matabele
language fluently, Dr. Hans Sauer, two or three other trusted
companions, and a native guide. Rhodes absolutely prohibited
any show of arms, and only revolvers were secretly carried
by his little escort, while he carried nothing but a light
riding-whip.

Upon arriving at the pass to the Matoppos, the guide was